
Preventing Backovers 

Disclaimer:  The information and suggestions contained in these safety talks are believed to be reliable.   However, the authors of the topics and the owners of this web site accept no legal   responsibility for the correctness, sufficiency, or completeness of such information or 
suggestions contained within these topics. These guidelines do not super cede local, state, or federal regulations and must not be construed as a substitute for, or legal interpretation of, any OSHA regulations 

 _____________________________________   _____________________________________   _____________________________________  

 _____________________________________   _____________________________________   _____________________________________  

Manager/Supervisor’s Signature: _________________________________________________________________________________ 

Employee Signatures: (continue on back of sheet if necessary) 

(My signature attests and verifies my understanding of and agreement to comply with, all company safety policies and regulations, and that I have not suffered, experienced , or sustained any recent job-related injury or illness) 

Company Name: _________________________________________ Work Site Location: ______________________________________ 

Date: _________ Start Time: __________Finish Time: ___________ Foreman/Supervisor: _____________________________________ 

According to the Bureau of Labor Statistics, over 70 

workers died from backover incidents in 2011. These 

kinds of incidents can occur in many different ways.  

There a many solutions that can be implemented to pre-

vent these types of incidents: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Spotters: Spotters are proven to protect workers on foot behind vehicles with an obstructed view. However 

spotters are also at rick of injury or death. Implement the below controls to keep spotters safe: 

 Ensure that spotters and drivers agree on hand signals before backing up. 

 Instruct spotters to always maintain visual contact with the driver while the vehicle is backing. 

 Instruct drivers to stop backing immediately if they lose sight of the spotter. 

 Not give spotters additional duties while they are acting as spotters. 

 Instruct spotters not to use personal mobile phones, personal headphones, or other items which could pose a dis-

traction during spotting activities. 

 Provide spotters with high-visibility clothing, especially during night operations. 

Work Site Review:  Hazards/Safety Suggestions 
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