
Missing Ground Prongs 

Disclaimer:  The information and suggestions contained in these safety talks are believed to be reliable.  However, the authors of the topics and the owners of this web site accept no legal   responsibility for the correctness, sufficiency, or completeness of such information or 
suggestions contained within these topics. These guidelines do not super cede local, state, or federal regulations and must not be construed as a substitute for, or legal interpretation of, any OSHA regulations 
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Electricity is a big part of modern life at home and at workplaces. One of the major electrical hazards 
is missing ground prongs from an electrical plug. This can cause electrocution. Power cords of electri-
cal appliances and tools that have been used at workplaces or offices and homes can be damaged due 
to excessive use. Using cords with missing or damaged ground prongs can be hazardous to users. If 
cords have been damaged they must be removed from the appliance or electrical equipment and must 
be fixed immediately by a qualified and trained person. A Ground Fault Circuit Interpreter (GFCI) is 
an inexpensive electrical device that can be installed to prevent electrical hazards. A GFCI constantly 
monitors the current and shuts off the power in case current contacts a person or water. According to 
OSHA electrical safety standards, electrical hazards can be prevented through training and education. 
Electrical Safety: 
 Inspect any electrical tools or equipment prior to use. 
 Do not use tools with missing ground prongs at work or home. 
 Ensure the cord you are using is in good shape. 
 Use extension cords only temporarily. 
 Use long cords instead of attaching multiple cords together. 
 Never patch cords with tape. 
 Read manufacturer directions carefully before use of any tool. 
 Fuses and circuit breakers must be the right size current rating for the circuit. 
 Have flashlights and radios handy in case of a power outage. 
 Unplug any appliance that might come into contact with water.  
 Plugs must fit securely into outlets. 
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